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the matter very deep thought; nevertheless, he stored
all that he had learned away in his mind with the
other electrical knowledge he had acquired in his college
days. There, just as a drop of water moistening a seed
may awake in it the first stirrings of growth, this new
knowledge awakened old memories and interests, and
all unknown to Morse, began the change which before
long was to alter the whole course of his life.

But at the moment art still held sway. Morse visited
Europe, studied the Old Masters, and for a time was
one of a small colony of other American artists in France.
Then one day a conversation occurred which was still
further to stir the slumbering seed of inventive genius
lying asleep in Morse's brain. A party of artist friends
were gathered together when the conversation turned
to methods of communication, to the semaphore, to the
firing of cannon to convey a special piece of news, and
above all to the letter post* This last seemed woefully
slow to the painters, separated by the whole Atlantic
from their native land, and one of them expressed a
wish that there was some quicker way of hearing from
home, of conveying messages across a great distance.
And then, suddenly breaking into the conversation,
Morse said, " What about electricity? That travels
faster than sound, faster than anything."

What about electricity? What, indeed? The thought
stuck in Morse's mind, and when in 1832 he returned
to America on the packet-ship Sully he discussed with
his companions on board the idea of sending messages
over a distance by means of electricity. These were so
flatteringly interested in his suggestion, that then and